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contains seven or eight hundred prisoners ... two or three commonly
perishing in one day in this miserable and wasting condition*.107 A
Parliamentary Committee reported in 1719 that three hundred persons
had died in die Marshalsea in less than three months.108 Oglethorpe's
committee in 1729 found the prisoners on the common side in the
Marshalsea, then * upwards of 350*5 literally dying of starvation. They
took steps to feed them, but before this, the committee report, ea day
seldom passed without a death, and upon the advancing of spring not
less than eight or ten usually died every twenty-four hours*.109 Yet by
1729 the Act of 1725 had reduced the number of prisoners for small
debts.
In 1779 the total number of prisoners for debt in England and Wales,
according to Howard, was 2,076, ninety-two of whom were in the
Marshalsea. In 1791 the total number was approximately 1,957, but the
returns were not quite complete.110 In the Marshalsea in 1811 there
were sixty-seven prisoners,111 in 1815, sixty-four, of whom only four
were on the common side.112
Whitechapel prison, the franchise prison of the manors of Stepney
and Hackney and the prison of a court which dealt only with debts
under £5, at the beginning of the century had been a crowded pest-
house. In 1712 the Middlesex Sessions had to make special arrangements
for keeping order among the very numerous prisoners from White-
chapel who were to be brought into court (in batches of ten) to be dis-
charged under an Act for the relief of insolvent debtors.113 The prison
was capable of holding about a hundred people,114 and one may sup-
pose it actually at times contained very many more. Howard found that
from 1774 to 1777 the number of prisoners had varied from twenty-
seven to Twenty, and in 1779 dropped to five. Between 1785 and 1792
there had never been more than three,110 and in 1800 Neild found the
prison clean and healthy, but empty.115 By an Act of 1781 no one could
be imprisoned there for more than forty days.
These two prisons, the Marshalsea and Whitechapel, were concerned
with persons arrested for small sums, and the legislation of the century
had aimed chiefly at their relief. It had restricted holding to special bail
(or arrest on mesne process) in inferior courts first (in 1725) to sums of
405. and upwards and then (in 1779) to sums of £10. Before 1725 it
is said that the Whitechapel and Marshalsea Courts arrested for debts of

